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injuriously affect the legislation and policy of the
country is far from being without foundation. For
although, as already observed, the superior qualifica-
tions of the members returned by the minority would
be of powerful countervailing influence, yet where the
passions or physical necessities of the majority of the
electors were concerned, they would probably use the
power which they would undoubtedly possess to give
effect to their own views, and would in such excep-
tional cases send to parliament members pledged to
support those views. Communistic laws, and laws
more or less directly and unduly affecting the rights
of property, and under the head of general legislation
and policy, a less strict observance of the obligations
contracted by the government towards its own subjects
and towards foreign nations, wherever those obligations
pressed hardly upon the indigence of the majority,
might not unreasonably be apprehended. It is indeed
far from improbable that such apprehensions might
prove unfounded. Some of the reasons which tend to
modify them have already been stated : and we have
seen that, in several important respects, measures which
would be considered as improvements by many thought-
ful and disinterested men would be the probable result
of the change. But, on the whole, and prior to any
satisfactory experience to the contrary, it may be
admitted that the indiscriminate gift * of political
power would be likely to bring with it a degree of
misgovernment more than sufficient to counteract
even the great intrinsic value of the political
emancipation which it would imply.

But, though this may be admitted when the proposal